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Mirza Masroor Ahmad’s Friday khutba on occasion of
Muharram, 23 November 2012

Gives quotations from writings of the Promised M essiah which are against
the beliefs of hisown Jama'at

by Zahid Aziz

On the occasion of the month of Muharram recently, the Head of the Qadiani Jama at, Mirza
Masroor Ahmad, delivered a Friday sermon, on 23 November 2012, in which he quoted some
writings of the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, about
the leading Companions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, in which the Promised Messiah has
mentioned their exalted status. Mirza Masroor Ahmad said that he was presenting these
guotations from the Messiah and Mahdi of the time so that people, both Ahmadis and
outsiders, realise how highly he respected these eminent elders of Islam.

Let me emphasise that this article is not a criticism or refutation of Mirza Masroor
Ahmad’ s khutba. In fact, the quotations, which he read out verbatim and at length, are vitaly
important for people to know. We are here expressing our wonder and astonishment at the
spectacle that Mirza Masroor Ahmad could read out writings which are opposed to the
distinctive beliefs which his community holds, and yet neither he nor his followers notice this
at al.

The source of this khutba we have used is the printed version on the Qadiani Jama’ at
website, 15 pages in length. We have appended it to this article for reference.

Hazrat Abu Bakr

Starting on page 6 of his khutba, Mirza Masroor Ahmad reads out some extracts about Hazrat
Abu Bakr from the book Srr-ul-Khilafat, the first one being as follows:

“1 have been given the knowledge [i.e., by Allah] that the Sddiq [i.e., Abu Bakr] was
the greatest in glory and highest in status among all the Companions. Undoubtedly he
was the first khalifa and the verses about khilafat were revealed about him.” (Ruhani
Khaza'in, v. 8, p. 337)

We quote below two further extracts from around the same place in Srr-ul-Khilafat, which
MirzaMasroor Ahmad did not include. The Promised Messiah, after quoting the well-known
khilafat verse of the Quran (24:55) and the two subsequent verses, writes:

“Allah indeed promised in these verses to raise a khalifa for the Muslim men and
women out of His grace and mercy and change their state to security after their fear.
Thiswe do not find fulfilled in the most perfect and complete sense except in the
khilafat of Abu Bakr...” (p. 334)
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“In short, all these verses give the news about the khilafat of Abu Bakr, and they do
not apply to anyone else ... There is no doubt that the one who fulfilled thisnewsis
none other than Abu Bakr...” (p. 336)

So, in its most perfect sense, the khilafat verse of the Holy Quran applied only to the khilafat
of Hazrat Abu Bakr even among the khalifas of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. This verse
then cannot apply at all to the successive heads of the Qadiani Jama! at, as they are not even
khalifas of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. Even by their own claim, they are khalifas of the
Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement.

The second quote which Mirza Masroor Ahmad has given from this book is as follows:

“By God! He was the second Adam of Islam and the first manifestation of the light of
the Holy Prophet. He was not a prophet, but in him were found the powers of the
messengers.” (p. 336)

This shows clearly that just because someone is known by the name of a prophet, the “second
Adam” inthis case, and is said to possesses the powers of prophets, it does not mean that he
was a prophet. The same applies to Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. While being the Promised
Messiah and the like of Jesus, he did not claim to be a prophet. Later on in the same book,
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad writes about Hazrat Abu Bakr:

“It isafact which has been disclosed to me by God that ... he was like the zl|
[shadow or reflection] of our Messenger and Master, the Holy Prophet, in all his
character...” (p. 355-356)

Despite being azll of the Holy Prophet in al his character (jami‘-ul-adab), Hazrat Abu Bakr
was not a prophet. Therefore being a zill of the Holy Prophet does not make one a prophet.

Hazrat Umar

Regarding Hazrat Umar, Mirza Masroor Ahmad on page 7 of his khutba first givesa
guotation from the book |zala Auham:

“Do you know how high was the status of Hazrat Umar out of the Companions? So
much so that on some occasions the Holy Quran was revealed in agreement with his
opinion. Thereis ahadith about him, that the devil runs away from Umar’ s shadow.
Secondly, thereis a hadith that ‘if there could be a prophet after me it would have
been Umar’. Thirdly, there is a hadith that ‘there used to be muhaddases in previous
ummas, and if thereis a muhaddasin thisUmma it isUmar’.” (Ruhani Khaza'in, v. 3,
p. 219)

| wonder if Mirza Masroor Ahmad or his audience in his community gave the slightest
thought to what is being said in this passage, which he was reading out in his sermon. Here
the Promised Messiah has reproduced a hadith in which the Holy Prophet said quite plainly
that no prophet would come after him; if there could have been a prophet after him, then
Umar would have been one. The Qadiani Jama'at might well reply that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad wrote the above passage long before he, in their eyes, claimed to be a prophet. To this
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reply, we may ask: Why are you then quoting a passage from earlier times, a passage
expressing beliefs which you claim he later overturned?

Moreover, the Promised Messiah here tells us, on the basis of 1slamic teachings, what a
high position is held by a muhaddas. Y et when we, the Lahore Ahmadiyya Jama' at, say that
we believe the Promised Messiah to be a muhaddas, the members of the Qadiani Jama' at
allege that we are reducing his status to that of a“mere muhaddas’ and that a muhaddas does
not receive news of unseen mattersin his revelation, only a prophet does. It is strange that
while Hazrat Umar’s mind can be so much in tune with God’ s will that, on several recorded
occasions, his opinion on a question was confirmed by God revealing the same in the Quran,
and yet according to the Qadiani Jama' at a muhaddas like him does not receive knowledge of
the unseen from God!

Then Mirza Masroor Ahmad read another quote about Hazrat Umar by the Promised
Messiah,” and added his own commentsin parentheses as below:

“Hazrat Umar also received revelation but he did not think of himself as above his
station (he received revelation that he was made something important, but despite this
he did not consider himself as anything). He did not want to become a partner in the
true imamat which the God of heaven had established on earth (that isto say, the
position of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. It was not that Umar received revelation
and as aresult he thought of himself as a partner with the Holy Prophet).”

There is an excellent lesson in this for the Qadiani Jama' at. What Hazrat Umar quite rightly
refrained from doing, i.e. to exaggerate hisimportance and station, is exactly what Qadiani
Jama at khalifas and several of their members have done. On the basis of real or imagined
revelations, many have tried to make themselves partners with the Promised Messiah and
Divine appointees. The primary example is Mirza Mahmud Ahmad who went on to clam to
be the Promised Reformer.

Hazrat Imam Husain

Later in his khutba (p. 10), Mirza Masroor Ahmad comes to the topic of the status of Imam
Husain in the eyes of the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement. He quotes the Promised
Messiah from histalks in Malfuzat as follows:

“It must always be remembered that prophets, and likewise other righteous, truthful
men of God, come to set an example in the world. The man who does not try to follow
their example but iswilling to bow to them and take them as ones who can fulfil his
needs, heisnot aworthy person in God’s estimation. In fact, after death he will find
that the Imam will forsake him. Those people who raise the status of Hazrat Ali or
Hazrat Imam Husain so high that it is tantamount to worshipping them, they cannot be
considered as followers of Imam Husain, and he will not be happy at this.”

" Zarirat-ul-Imam, in Ruhani Khazd’in, V. 13, p. 473-474.
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Again, thereisalesson in this for members of the Qadiani Jama at, that exaggerating
your spiritual leader’ s status while failing to follow the example which he set, removes you in
God's eyes from being his followers.

Then MirzaMasroor Ahmad, on pages 10-12 of his khutba, quotes at great length from a
notice issued by the Promised Messiah.” Before reading out the quote he explainsits
background as follows:

“Then the Promised Messiah gave instructions to Ahmadis, because an Ahmadi had
made derogatory remarks about Imam Husain which, after these came to his notice,
he severely disapproved.”

The quote itself begins as follows:

“Let it be known that | have learnt from a postcard sent by someone that some foolish
men who describe themsel ves as belonging to my Jama at say about Hazrat Imam
Husain that, God forbid, because he did not enter into the bai‘ at of the khalifa of the
time, namely, Y azid, therefore Husain was arebel and Y azid was on the side of right.
‘May the curse of Allah be on theliars.’ | do not expect that such evil words would
come from the lips of any righteous person from my Jama' at.”

He goes on to say, as quoted by Mirza Masroor Ahmad:

“1 inform my Jama' at by this notice that we believe that Y azid was of an impure
nature, bent low upon this world, and unjust. The sense in which a person can be
called abeliever, such ameaning did not apply to him. ... He was blinded by love for
this material world. Imam Husain, on the other hand, was perfectly pure, and is
without doubt one of those eminent persons whom God purifies by His own hand, and
fillswith Hislove, and no doubt he is one of the leaders of the dwellers of

paradise...”

This statement about Y azid and Imam Husain shakes the very foundations of the
Qadiani doctrine about khilafat. The Qadiani Jama’ at holds it as afundamental belief that a
khalifa is appointed by Allah with His approval, and that once someone has become a khalifa
it isproof that he has Allah’s support to hold this office. Moreover, they regard it as
absolutely essential that every person must pledge the bai*at to him, and they consider it a
most grave sin for anyone to refuse to enter into his bai*at. However, as we read here, and
listen from the mouth of the Qadiani khalifa himself, in this case it was the khalifa of the time
who was the embodiment of wickedness and immorality, and it was the man who refused to
pledge the bai‘ at to him who was a purified and chosen one of Allah.

That Ahmadi’ s disrespectful statement about Hazrat Imam Husain, for which he was
reprimanded so strongly by the Promised Messiah, is the same as what members of the

" Thisnoticeisin Majmii ‘a Ishtiharat, v. 3, pages 544-547. It is Ishtihar number 263, entitled Tabligh-i Haqq,
published 8 October 1905.
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Qadiani Jama' at say commonly about Maulana Muhammad Ali: that because the Maulana
did not enter into the bai* at of the khalifa of the time, he was therefore arebel.

Mirza Masroor Ahmad finished reading out the above notice up to the point where the
Promised Messiah says:

“If someone reviles or curses me, then to reply to him by uttering disrespectful terms
about a venerable, beloved one of God, isto commit agreat sin. On such occasions it
is better to overlook and to pray for the foolish opponent because if these people knew
who sent me, they would not speak ill of me.”

| would like to quote further from it, close to the end of the Notice:

“1f the opponents understood, there was no great difference in matters of belief
between myself and them. For example, they say that Jesus was taken up to heaven in
his body. | aso believe, asthe verse ‘| will cause you to die and exalt you to Myself’
intends to say, that undoubtedly Jesus, after his death, was taken up to heaven in his
body. The only differenceis that that body was not a physical but a luminous body
which he was given by God in the sameway as ... it was given to other prophets.
Similarly, we believe that he was certainly to come again in the world, as he has
come. The only differenceis that, in accordance with the ancient law of God, his
coming is only by way of burooz, just as the prophet Elijah came again into the world
in the sense of burooz. One should realise that to raise such a storm, on account of this
small difference which was of necessity, is very far from righteous behaviour.”

The Promised Messiah here, writing in October 1905, declares his differences with other
Muslims as “small” (galil). An alegation commonly made against us by the Qadiani Jama at
isthat we, the Lahoris, have tried to minimise differences between Ahmadis and other
Muslims. But we learn from this notice that the Promised Messiah himself tried to minimise
differences with other Muslims, and that too at a stage near the end of hislife.

True descendants are spiritual descendants

Mirza Masroor Ahmad goes on to quote a lengthy statement of the Promised Messiah from
his book Tiryag-ul-Qulub, in which he explains that the true descendants and heirs of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad are those who have a spiritual connection with him, not those who
have only a physical relation with him. Of course, this quotation being from Tiryag-ul-Qulub,
the question does arise whether his beliefs as expressed here represent hisfinal beliefs, since
the Qadiani Jama at regards this book as containing his earlier views which, they claim, he
changed in 1901. Therefore we have the right to ask the Qadiani Jama at to make clear
whether they believe that the views expressed here by Promised Messiah remained his views
till the end of hislife. In this quotation, the Promised Messiah writes:

“No doubt they [Imam Husain and Imam Hasan| were offspring (aal) of the Holy
Prophet in both senses. ... Scholars of spiritual knowledge and true reality believe that
even if they had not been offspring of the Holy Prophet in the lower [physical] sense,
nonetheless as they were declared in heaven to be his offspring because of a spiritual
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connection, they would undoubtedly be heirs to the spiritual wealth of the Holy
Prophet. If bodily relationship, which istemporary, can exist, why can there not be
relationship between spirits? ... Isit amatter of pride to be an offspring of the Holy
Prophet in a permanent, unaterable way, or to be an offspring of the Holy Prophet
physically which is of no value without righteousness, purity and faith? ... | mean to
say by this statement that it is not worthy of the status of Imam Hasan and Imam
Husain to be merely physical descendants, which is nothing without spiritual
connection. Only those relatives have atrue connection with the Holy Prophet who
are his descendants in a spiritual sense. The deep matters of knowledge and spiritual
lights of the messengers of God, produced by the purity of their being, are like the
progeny of the messengers. Those people who obtain anew life from these matters of
knowledge and these lights, and receive a new birth from them, it is only those who
can be caled aal Muhammad in the spiritual sense.” (Rithani Khaza'in, v. 15, p. 364—
366, footnote)

Applying the views expressed in this quotation to the issue of the ‘ Promised son’, we see
that a man being son of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad has no bearing on whether he isthe
‘Promised son’. Being a physical son does not bring him any closer to being the * Promised
son’. The only consideration is the claimant’s *righteousness, purity and faith”. Should the
true claimant also be his son, that would be a mere coincidence.

Mirza Masroor Ahmad himself says near the close of this khutba:

“May Allah include us among the true descendants (aal) of the Holy Prophet. Asthe
Promised Messiah has said, the real statusis that of being a spiritual descendant. If
thereis aso aphysical relationship, that isagift. But if those who are physical
descendants do not try to attain the status of spiritual offspring, they can never be
bestowed with the blessings which Allah has promised to those who are connected
with the person of the Holy Prophet.”

Let Mirza Masroor Ahmad and his Jama at then apply this standard to those who are
physical descendants of the Promised Messiah and judge if in terms of character, behaviour
and knowledge they are also the Promised Messiah’ s spiritual descendants. Likewise, if they
can find in Ahmadiyya history undoubted spiritual descendants of the Promised Messiah,
who were not his physical descendants, then we hope that Mirza Masroor Ahmad will accord
them a higher place than his unworthy physical descendants.

www.ahmadiyya.org

Note: Appended to this article, on the following pages, is the text in Urdu of Mirza Masroor
Ahmad’ s khutba as published on the Qadiani Jama’ at website www.alislam.org.
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