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TRANSLITERATION

IN this book I have adopted the most recent rules of

transliteration recognized by European Orientalists,

with very slight variations, as explained below, but no

transliteration can exactly express the vocalic differences

of two languages, and the Roman characters in which

Arabic words and phrases have been spelt give the sound

of the original only approximately. Besides the inability

of the characters of one language to represent the exact

pronunciation of the words of another, there is this addi-

tional difficulty in romanizing Arabic words that in

certain combinations the pronunciation does not follow

the written characters ;
for example al-Rahman is pro-

nounced ar-Rahman, the sound of / merging in that of the

next following letter, r. To this category belong ajl the

letters which are known by the name of al-hurnf

al-s]iamsiyya (lit. solar letters), and they are as* follows:

ta, tha, dal, dhal, ra, za, sin, shin, sad, dzad, ta, za, lam,

nfln (dentals, sibilants, and liquids). Whenever a word

beginning with one of these letters has the prefix al

(representing the article the), the Idm is passed over in

pronunciation and assimilajted to the following consonant;
in the case of all other letters, al is pronounced fully.

This merging of one letter in another occurs also in

certain other cases, for which a grammar of the Arabic

language should be referred to. I have followed the

written form, but in transliterating the adhan and prayer

recitals, I have followed the pronunciation, for the

facility of the lay reader, writing ar-Rahman instead of

al-Rahman, and so on,
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TRANSLITERATION

The system adopted in this work, which differs

a little from that adopted in my Translation of the Holy

Qur'an, is as follows :

CONSONANTS

Arabic letters Sounds Represented by

c hamza (sounds like h in hour = a sort of
,

catch in the voice)

v ba (same as b) b

o ta (the Italian dental, softer than t) t

> tha (between th in thing and s) th

p jjm (like g in gem) j*

ha (very sharp but smooth guttural li

aspirate)

kha (like ch in the Scotch word loch) kh

*> dal (Italian dental, softer than d) d

> dhal (sounds between z and th in //*#/) dh

> ra (same as r) r

) za (same as z) z

^/ sin (same as s) s

^r hm (same as sh in she) slj

^ sad (strongly articultated s, like ss in hiss) s

^ dzad (aspirated d, between d and z) dz

t ta (strongly articulated palatal /) t

fe za (strongly articulated palatal z) z

'ain (somewhat like a strong guttural
'

hamza, not a mere vowel)

ghain (guttural g, but soft) gh

European OnentaHsts represent it by d;, but I see no reason for

adding d, as the sound is exactly like ;.
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TRANSLITERATION

Arabic letters Sounds Represented by

* i fa (same as /) f

Jj qaf (strongly articulated guttural k) q*
viJ kaf (same as ) k

J lam (same as /) 1

r mim (same as m) m
n, nun (same as ri) n

ha (same as h) h

j wao (same as w) w

^ ya (same as y) y

VOWELS.

The vowels are represented as follows :

Short vowels fatlta, as u in tub a

-7 kasra, as * in />m i

dzamnta^ as w in pull u

Long vowels ~ long/a//^, as a in father a

~r long kasra, as ^ in deep i

long dzamma, as oo in moot u

/a//^a before wfto au

fatha before y<3 * ai

Tanwm -- " -*- is represented by aw, in, nn, res-

pectively. The short and long vowels at the end of a

word are shown as parts of the word, as qala where

the final a stands for the fatha on Itim, but the lanwin

is shown as a separate syllable, as Muhammad-in.

'

European Orientalists represent it by k, perhaps owing to the>fact

that in the English language q requires a u after it
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LIST OF AUTHORITIES
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KEY TO REFERENCES
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figure representing the number of the chapter, and the

second figure the number of the verse.
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Shah, of Delhi \Uj**trafia.
AD.* .. Sunan, of Abu Dawud.
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