(Note: Wherever the word “you” or “your” is singular and refers to one human being, it is printed with an italic y, as
in: you. Wherever such a word refers to God, the letter y is printed in capital, as in: You.)

For Fast 21 – September 11
Chapter 30
2

The Romans are defeated

3

in a near land, and they, after their defeat, will gain victory

4

within nine years. 1 Allah’s is the command before and after. And on that day the believers
will rejoice

5

in Allah’s help. 2 He helps whom He pleases, and He is the Mighty, the Merciful —

6

(It is) Allah’s promise! Allah will not fail in His promise, but most people do not know.

7

They know the outward of this world’s life, but of the Hereafter they are heedless. 3

8

Do they not reflect within themselves? Allah did not create the heavens and the earth and
what is between them but with truth, 4 and (for) an appointed term. 5 And surely most of the
people are deniers of the meeting with their Lord.

9

Have they not travelled in the earth and seen what was the end of those before them? They
were stronger than these in prowess, and dug up the earth, 6 and built on it more than these
have built. And their messengers came to them with clear arguments. So it was not Allah,
Who wronged them, but they wronged themselves. 7

10

Then evil was the end of those who did evil, because they rejected the messages of Allah
and mocked at them.

Notes:

1

(v. 4) The struggle between Persia and the Roman (Byzantine) Empire had existed for a long time. In 602 C.E.,
Chosroes II of Persia began war with Rome: “His armies plundered Syria and Asia Minor, and in 608 advanced
to Chalcedon. In 613 and 614 Damascus and Jerusalem were taken by the General Shahabaraz, and the Holy
Cross was carried away in triumph. Soon after, even Egypt was conquered. The Romans could offer but little
resistance, as they were torn by internal dissensions and pressed by the Avars and Slavs” (Encyclopaedia
Britannica, Art. “Chosroes II”).
When the news of this conquest reached Makkah, the Quraish were jubilant, as their sympathies were with
the fire-worshipping Persians more than with the Christians, who, being the followers of the scriptures, were
classed by them with the Muslims. It was in 615 or 616 C.E. that this revelation came to the Prophet,

containing two different prophecies, one about the defeat of the victorious Persians, who had reached the very
gates of Constantinople, by the Romans, who were by this time quite exhausted, and the other about the defeat
of the powerful Makkans by the handful of persecuted Muslims.
A time limit was also announced along with these two prophecies, during which they would be brought to
fulfilment. The word bid‘ means from three to nine years, according to the best authorities. It was exactly
within nine years, in 624 C.E., that the tables were turned against the powerful Persian Empire, the same being
the year in which the mighty Quraish suffered a defeat at the hands of the helpless Muslims at Badr. “In 624 he
(Heraclius) advanced into northern Media, where he destroyed the great fire-temple of Goudzak” (ibid). In the
same year, 313 Muslims, many of whom were raw, inexperienced youths without any arms, routed a strong
force of about a thousand of the Quraish warriors, killing all the leaders and dealing a death-blow to the power
of the enemy. The successes of the Muslim army, on the one hand, and of the Romans, on the other, continued
until the Quraish were utterly crushed by the conquest of Makkah in 630, while “the Persian Empire, from the
apparent greatness which it had reached ten years ago, sank into hopeless anarchy” (ibid).
2

(v. 5) The help of Allah is the help that was over and over again promised to the believers against the
idolatrous Makkans. Thus we have here a clear prophecy of the victory of the Muslims over the Makkans
within nine years from the pronouncement of the prophecy. It was fulfilled in the battle of Badr.

3

(v. 7) Science only concerns itself with the “outward” of this world’s life. Its domain of observation and
investigation does not extend to spiritual truths. It is beyond its scope to prove or disprove their existence.

4

(v. 8) Human beings try to find out the truth that lies behind the working of the universe. If it is found that a
scientist has faked observations or falsified the results of experiments (as has happened sometimes), his
conclusions are declared worthless and he falls into disrepute. What people want to know is the truth with
which God created the heavens and the earth (even though they may not believe in God).

5

(v. 8) Scientists have discussed the question of how the earth will end or how our solar system or the entire
universe will come to an end. Thus non-believers in religion also hold the view that the earth, and even the
universe, will only exist up to a certain time.

6

(v. 9) The digging of the earth includes its ploughing for cultivation, its digging for minerals and the making of
aqueducts, as also the laying of the foundations of buildings.

7

(v. 9) Allah never wrongs anyone, nor is He unjust to anyone in the least. The evil-doers wrong themselves,
and thus suffer punishment.

