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NATION OF ISLAM IN USA

Bilalian Muslims’ Heroic fight for Fi‘.c‘edom

IMAM BEN NUR-UD-DIN

(tmam Ben Nur ud-Din is a zealous young Bilalian Muslim, who has
come to study the Holy Quran and acquire knowledge about other
aspects of Islam at the Ahmadiyya Centre, Lahore (Pakistan).
He delivered a forceful speech on the occasion of the, death anniver-
sary of the Founder of Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam at Darus
Salam, Lahore on 29th May, 1981. In his speech he gave a ' brief
account of Bilalian Muslims™ journey from slavery to freedom. The

following is text of the speech )

I am grateful for the honour you have
given to me to speak before such a dis-
tinguished gathering. I would first like
to thank you for giving me an opport-
unity to study here and increase my
knowledge about Islam. To be able to
ét_udy the Arabic text of the Hol'y Quran
has been my earnest desire since I em-
braced Islam twelve years ago. I,_thahk
you for helping me to fulfil this- desire.
However my . -desire to read the Holy
Q.u—ran is not confined to its mere recita-
tion, but my earnest. desire is to know
its true meaning and message for h’u;maé
‘nity as wé believe that Islam is the best
guidance for humanity. {All praise is due
to.wiah that we havd a religion that is
not just a theory or'an ideai, but- a
complete code . for" human life. In addi-
tion we have the practical demonstration
of the Quranic teachings in the life of

the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blesdings of Allah be upon him).
We have also been blessed with the- as—
surance by Almighty Allah that the Holy
Quran will be preserved for all times to
come.
Birth of Bilalian Community

No I would' like to speak briefly on
the Bilalian community in ~USA‘ and its
interaction with ‘Islam. ‘I embraced
Islam through the preachmg of the late

honourable. Elijah - Muhammad I was

very~impressed by lxstenmg and readmg
about a rehgxon that .taught freedom

Justxce and equahty for all people regar,d-
less of colour, class or. creed. I read the
Farewell Address of the Holy Prophct'
Muhammad, (péace:and - bl‘essmgs of
Allah bg, upoa him), in which he pro-
claimed that no. A‘rAabb is . superior to
a non-Arab nor the non-Arab is
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superior to the Arab, nor is the
black man superior to the whlte man nor

the white man is supcrlo: to the black.
me{n.l also read in- the Holy Quran
where it says :
created you from a male and a femidle,
and made you tribes and | families,
that you may know each other (not that
you may despise each othe:).- Verily the
most honoured of you in the sight of

God is (he who is) the most righteous of.

you, and God has full knowledge and is
well acquainted ’(wi\t'h all things*’). (49:13)

One of the worst crimes in the “history
of mankind that has been concealed from
the eyes' of the world is the barbaric.
treatment given to  the so-called negroes
in America. He has been robbed comp-
letely of his -identity. He has been de-
humanized and forced to serve’ his
“mastet’ 'lnkeAan, animal for’ over 400
years. Many books have been written
regarding the conditions ofl"‘ slaves. 'Ac-
cording 10 one writer, the slave has been
reduced to one fifth of an average human
being hinting that there. was no hope of
his redemption. It was the slave’s -belief
in a power greater than man that the
slave-master was not able to destroy
“him..Jt was his deep love ‘for’ ‘Almighty
God.:that” ae was able to ‘free himself

from ‘the inhuman condltxons. At last
the slave-master realized - that he was
unable to destroy ‘slave’s faith in God

which ‘was sustammg him th_rough this
inhuman ordeal. So the slave-master

“O Mankind, We have
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‘tried to infuse Jesus’ divinity as'a paci-

fier into ‘the miad of the slave. Complex

dogmas of Chrxsuamty and its cultural
pattern made him “more confused and he.

lost its rehglon, culture  and ideatity.

There is an old spiritbal soag our parents
and. grand-parents used to. sing when
feeling low in spirit ‘.“Giye me that old
time religion, Give me that old time reli-
gion, Give me that old time religion, it
is good enough ‘for me.”” The master
tried to completely destroy ithe indivi-
duality and self-respect of the slave. " |

*_Through the efforts of - Ab‘r,aham\ Lin-

coln, the slaves got their so-called free-
dom around ' 1856. This was freedom
from physical bondagc but the mental
bondage and injustices agamst him con-
tinued. It was in the early twenties that

the mental ‘shackles of slavery began to.
weaken when the teachmgs of Islam were

introduced by such great noble ‘men as
Mr. Noble Drew Ali and ‘Mr. Marcus
Garvey They were able to put the ﬁrst
crack in the chain of mental slavery
Durmg ‘the early” thirties a ,strangcr
rose who later on' came to be«known
as Master Fard Mbhammad and preach-
ed the universal teachings of Islam to the
slaves. This mission was vigorously carried
on by Honourable Eluah Muhanimad’
and consequcntly we see the ‘emer-
gencc of Nation of Islam in USA" whosc
members now call themselves as Bxlalxan
Mushms "The ‘message.” of Islam was.

different from ‘any thing they had ever
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heard before. He - taught the cx-slaves
that they were descendents of people who
once ruled the country.

He also demonstrated how all life goes
through a stage of darkness before it
comes into light. He instilled faith into
the hearts that the Bilalian community
‘will rise to the top, just like the cream
which rests at the bottom of the milk, but
1t finds its way to the surface.

- We cannot say with ‘certainty from
‘where this man Fard Muhammad came.
But he started pechaps the greatest moye-
ment of recent times. After preachmg for
three or four years, he dtsappeared as
suddenly: as. he 'ha,d appear_ed ‘leaving
'charge of the Nation of Isllam to the late.
honourable Elijah Muhammad He also
gave him the Engltsh translatxon of the
Quran by Maulana \/Iuhammad ‘Ali. This
English translation of the Quran enlight-
ened late honourable Elijah Muhammad
and he gradually. gulded his people into
the fold of Islam, And thus a sizeable

section of the black people under the
guidance of the late honourable Elijah

\Muhammad grew. into the Nation of
Islam enjoying a status and individuality
of .their own and became respectable
members of the brotherhood of Islam.

The late Maulana Muhammad Ali, as

you all know, was a student, and follower
of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahm id, foun-

der of Ahmadiyya Movemcnt in Islam,

who inspired him to do such a wonderful
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translation of the Quran, This translation
enabled many people to fully understand
the universal message of Islam. All praise
is due'to. Allah for showing thie light of
Islam. We salute Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
for 1pmatmg the Ahmadiyya Movement
whose main aim is to show the truth of
Islam to the peoplc in the West. We must
fight in thls cause with all our might.

~ The greater the odds more determined we

must be to achieve the goal. Allah"as-
sures us that after difficulties comes ease.
The revivalist work started by the late
honourable Eluah Muhammad is now
bemg forged ahead by the dynamtc leader-
ship of Imam Wallas D. Muhammad.
During the last six years uhder his able

leadership the Bilalian" community has

much progressed All praise is due to
Allah, Who "has showered His blessings on
this Movement ! How dramatjc the
change which Islamic teachmgs- have
brought into the community can be judged
from a recent article in the Bilalian News
paper on May5 1981. It says: The
State of 1llinois Board of" Htgher Educa-
tion on May 5 granted ‘the American
Mullsm Mnssron Authority to operate a
teacher’ s College in Illinois. The AMM'’S
concept of independent ‘education is a

‘continuation and evolution of the inde-

pendent ‘education policy advocated by

the late honourable 'Elijah Muhammad

who led the Nation of Islam. '
" (Continued on page 20)
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accumulate the best in every religion and
to surpass it with his teachings ? A most
important point to rememb_er\ is that no
one ever proposed that the Qutan had
beeh"‘copied” from the Bible until after
the Crusades, despite the fact that_'there
had already been a great deal of inter-
course between the two communities for
centuries!

The Perfect guide
- Tt is obvious therefore that ifa certam

principle is common to both ISLAM and
Chnstxamty, it can only mean. that at
least that part of the Christians spnpture
has not been corrupted.

~ *‘I had been brought up in the Chris-
tian Faith. I had been confirmed and at-
tended Holy Communion.  Imagine, if
you can, my dclightﬁwhen 1 discovered
that everything I read about ISLAM coin-
cided ‘with my own
the teachings of our Holy Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessmgs of God

be upon him) answered all ‘my questions.

Surah after Surah of the Holy Quran
revealed to me the TRUTH, and I gave
thanks to God that He had, in His mercy,

accepted my surrender.” SALIM-R. de

GREY, an English convert to Islam.
“In my enthusiasm for ISLAM, T be-
gan to study all religions, from the most
ancient to those of the present day, com-
paring each. with the other, and subject-
ing them to a very close criticism, and

little by little I became convinced that
the Muslim worship was the truereligion,
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‘and that the Holy Quran contained what

every soul mostly requires for its spicitual
elevation. How beaunf ul and simple . 1s
a mosque, and how pracucal must be ‘a
pilgrimage to Mecca, where one- canpot
distinguish rich from pbor they all being.
equal before the sight of God. - became.
more and more convmced that s ‘other
wor_si;xp could be compared with the,
Muslim religion.”” - COUNT EDWARD
GIOJA—an Italian convert to 1ISLAM.

views and that’
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~ “(Continued formp. 17),

The evolution of this concept is what’
motivated  the' AMM under- 1_I_m‘,a_m,
Muhammad’s guidance, to purchase the
historic 40.acres Palmer Memorial lnsti-
tute in Sedalia, N.C.'

The American Muslim Mission Collcgc_
airms. to educate persons - who are capabie'
of thinking clearly, and - creatxvely,thh a
strong commitment to use learning ‘to
develop respect for God consciouness in
the service of society. I thank you
again for ,this ngqrtumty to speak tg
you and" I pray fbat ‘Allah may bk}ss
you with peace for ever.

e i S tiinn.

THE CRUMBLING OF THE CROSS
by Mumtaz Ahmad Faruqui
with photos of the holy Shroud.
| Pp. 143, 1.00
DARUL  KUTUB, ISLAMIA
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