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In the world of to-day many,

countries are facing numerous
problems. Such problems may

vary from those of an economic

nature to those of a spmtual or
possibly even soecial nature.

" conomic problems are usually
related to money and finance,
hence involving only the mater-
1alxst1c things of the world. If
we contemplate the subject of
Economics, we will cbserve that
this scieuce is based upon prin-
ciples concerning man’s wants
and desires. In primitive socie-
ties, such wants were, indeed,
very limited, because man led a
life so full of simplicity. As life
proceeded, and as one generation
led onto the next, society gradu-
ally developed, and such an
advancement resulted in the in-
crement of man’s wants. These
desires or ‘wants have now be-
come unlimited and to attempt
to satisfy them all would lead to
nothing but a chaotic and selfish
society.

However,

why have -man’s wants grown ?
The fact of the matter is that man

" luxuries.

the question one.
“must ask oneself here is how and’

has himself created additional
wants without which he has lived

for thousands of years. Now-a-
days, if he contrived to llVC with-
out any such waats he would find
it practically 1mpossxbleto doso.

The . reason. for ' this may' be
given in one simple word, namely,
greed. People of today, particu-

larly those belongmg to the Wes-

tern civilization seek for more —
more wealth, more riches,- more
possessions and even more power.
They apply these prmclples to
their every day living and hencc
"the problem of greed.

Some people would say that
everyone has the right to havc
In. a way that is true,
as by retaining Juxuries the only.
‘harm one can experience is that
of being dependant on them. But
what happens when peoplc want
more ounly for themselves ? This
would, without doubt, create a
selﬁsb and self-centred atmos-
phere. Not only that but it could
do harm to the Economlcs of a
country. I fact, this is the very
thing that is takmg place now,
here in the West. . For instance,
the workers of a company are all
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demanding higher wages but the
company management cannot
afford this. However, they are

forced to pay in order to prevent
astrike. Now supposing the com-

pany  cannot make a sufficient
profit from selling its output,
merely because they have to pay
an increased wage to the workers.
There will be no alternative left
for the management but to close

down the company, -thus leading

to unemployment. Thisis happen-
“ing all over the country and it
all stems from greed. Crimes are
also increasingdue to this mom-
entous problem. Even the old,
the weak and the needy are not
cared for properly.

But I[slam rebukes selfishness
and abhors greed. It teachesself-
lessness and not selfishness ; to
giverather than totake; toacquire
.generosity instead of giving in-to
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greed and to be charitable not
miserly. One of the main feat-
ures of Islam is its emphasxs on
generosity. The Quran states?

““Those who spend their’ wealth
by night and day,—-privately and

publicly, their reward is with
their Lord; and they shall haveﬂo_
fearnorshall they grieve’”(2:274):

“*And whatever good thing you
spend,' it is to your good. And
you spend not but to seek Allah’s.
pleasure.. And whatever good
thing you spend, it will be paid’

" back to you'in full, and you will

not be wronged” (2: 2/2) ‘
Is it not obvious that there 18
on}y one answer, not only to the

_problem of greed, but to all the

other problems of the world ? Is

it not clear to humanity that there

is only one way to a peaceful
caring and unselfish- world —the.
way of Islam.
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