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THE LIGHT

Ahmadiyya Movement and Pakistan

Greater Pakistan Yet in the Womb of Future

Ao e oot Dlea Sl (aylias
(By MAULANA M. YAKUB KHAN OF “LIGHT ")

The role which this Movement has
played in the deamn of Islamie revival in
these times has not received the recogui-
tion that is its due. Nor is the world of
Islain st all alive to the big possibilities
that are wrapped up with the forees re-
lessed by this Movement. It is the pur.
pose of these lines to assess at its true
worth the contribution which this Move-
ment has made towacds the onward march
of lslam.

Self-Sovereign'y

First and foremost, the Abwmadiyya
Movement gave the Musalmans self-respect
and self-sovercignty by mashing the age
Jong impotent illusion that for their
national deliverance they must look for
ward to the descent of u  Messiah from the
heavens, The Ahmadiyya Movement
pricked this bubble which nected like at
opiate on the Musalman’s will-to-power
The Musalman must be his own Messiah,
proclaimed this Movement. That exactly
and nothing else was the correct interpre.
tation, it expounded, quoting chapter and
verse, of what had been said_in the scrip-
tures as to the second advent of Jesus.
To import an Jsraelite prophet to set the
House of Islam in order, it protested, was
no compliment to the great Founder of
Islam, His humble followers, it claimed,
were capable of rising to Messianic heights.

The priestly class found this free cry of
a free unfettered soul too much for their
cramped bookish outlook. They launched
a crusade against the Founder and therehy
slackened the pace of the onward march of
Islam. Events -however put a seal of
approval - on the correctness of this
attitude. No sensihle Musalman now takes
the comeback to be stnged by Jesus in
these times as anything sober or serious.
This is a homage that the sub-conscious
mind of the Muslim nation has paid to
this very healthy contribution of the
Abmadiyya Movement.

Solidarity

The other great contribution which this
Movement has made towards the resuscita-
tion of Islam as a force to be counted with
is that it hes given the Musalmans the only
principle on which it is possihle to build a
united house. The House of Islam was a
house divided against itself. Islam was
sect-ridden, Every sect took delight in
tearing another to pieces. The Ahimadiyya

* Movement cried a halt to this madness.
There dre no sects in Islam, it declared,
Th.e 60 called sects were misnomers, it
pointed out, inasmuch as they sll agreed

on the fundamentals, on what constituted .

the essentials of Islam. They were mere
different schools of thought. Differences
in non-essentials did not matter. In fact,
they were conducive to healthy -thought
and life. So the very first slogan with
which the Abhmadiyya Movement arose was

that the Kalima was the magna carta of.

Islam. Apyone who proclaimed the
Kalima, accepting: the 'unity of God and
the prophetic mission of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, became a member of the uni-
wersal brotherhood of Islam, no matter
what other denominational label he might
bear. . o _

Now .this was a very great contribution.

Xt gave the Musalmans for the first- time-

alter eenturies of sectnrinn fenids, a sense
of one-ness, of universality, of brond.
minded toleration of differences, 1In one
word this Movewent was the flrst to give
the Musalmnns a sense of nationul solid-
arity. Flere again, the idea has suunk into
the sub-conscious mind of the Musalmans,
No decent Musalman would now listen to
any talk in sectarinn strain  The Pakistan
struggle has driven this truth home to the
Musalmans with full force, Scctarianism
must go, it has taught the Musimans, if
Istamnis to live, The Ahmadiyya po-.ition
stands vindicated once again by the hard
facts of life,

Morale

This is but a bird’s-eye-view of the most
salient contributions which this movement
has mnde towards infusing new life into
the dead bones of Indian Islam, Ina
newspaper article we have perforce to con-
fine onrselves to the main points which
stand out as so many distinet landmarks
in the onward move of the life and thought
of contemporary Islam in this country.
And under this category must come what
we should call the Morale which this
movement has given to the Musalmans,
The very idea of revival and restoration of
the lost glory of Istum, it can be said
without fear of contradietion, took birth
with the birth of the Ahmadiyys Movement.
It is an open secret that before this Mave-
ment saw the light of the day, Indian
Islam was in the paralytic grip of in.
feriority complex and had virtually ac-
cepted its defeat as a force in. present-day
life, What appeared in defence of Islam
was at best an _apologin for Islam, With
the rise of the Founder of this Movement,
we find the first note struck that was dis-
cordant with this prevailing background
—a note of the trinmph of Istam, Fath«
i-Islam was the very first book he publish.
ed when he received the call from God as
the duly-commissioned Mujaddid for this
age. To say nothing of the opponents of
Islam, even the Ulama of Islam were
startied at this strange out.ery. They
could not possibly reconcile the dead Islam
in their bands to the live Islam of the
Founder which looked the world in the
face and was aiready making a bid for
world supremacy,

This by itself is a contribution of this
Movement towards the onward march of
Istam whieh should win it a place in the
heart of every fair-minded Musalman,
Morale, as we have come to know during
the war that is just over, counts far more
than the armed forces It was this con-
tribution of the Ahmadiyya Movement to
the sum-total of Islamic thought.in this
country, which, sinking into the' sub-
conscious mind of -Islam, even of those
avowedly bostile to this Movement, trans-
formed a defeatist Islam into a triumphant
Islam, out to have a say of its own in the
re-shaping of India, not going to be con-
tent with anything short of a fnll indepen-
dent sovereign status of its-own in this
sub-continent. Pakistan is, in fact, the
politics] edition of the Founder's Fath-i-
Lslam.

Leaven of Life

These are no fairy tales.. .These are
hard facts of contemporary history of
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Islam in this country as it has hbeen
shaping itselt. The Ahmadiyyn Movement
marks a definite landmark, Iefore its
rise, it is nll dark, all Hfeless—a veritable
autumn blighting the garden of Isinm. It
is no poetic imngery to say that this Move-
ment eame with the bresth of spring, s it
were ; for we see a stirring to new life on
wll sides in the House of Isiam und in all
aspeets of life, The impact of the
Abmadiyyn Movement quickened the
dornant soul of Istumn, nud if we see the
varioits limbs of the body-politic of Islam,
so far mere dead boues, galvanized to au
new life, it was due to that subtle stirring
fromn within, The leaven may have been
invisible but it had worked.

Scil.confidence instead of intellcctunl
inertia and impotence, national solidarity
instend of » Babel of confusion that the
House of Islam was nnd above all o heroic
triumphant outlook on life instead of the
chronie gloomy defeatism that had been
weighing on Islam—.these are by no meonns
any inean contributions  which  the
Abmadiyya Movement has mnde to the
current of Islamic thought and life in this
country, If there is such na thing as
psycho-analysis of mass mind, such an
anolysis would reveal that the present
stirriugs to life among the Musalmans in
the various fields are the fructifieation of
the seeds sown {ar half a century past hy
this movement. But for the touch of the
heroic imparted to it by the Ahmadiyya
leaven, Muslim mind, used to servile de-
pendence on others, would have been
incapable of cven coneeiving the idea of
Pakistan. But for the unity of Islam
which forms the main plank, the keel of
the Abmadiyya Movement, Pakistan would
bave remained an empty pious dream,
And we make bold to say that the Musal-
mans will be abhle to retain it for only so
long ss they keep a firm hold on this
central plank—the one-ness and indivi-
uibility of Islam.

During the helf a century or so of its
life, the Ahmadiyya Movement, it will be
seen, has changed the whole complexion
of Muslim thought and life in this country.
Allams Iqbal's pectry which breathed
similar mesgsage, very few people seem to
realize, was itself the outcome of the pset’s
very early impact with the Founder of this
Movement his father heing a member of
his Movement. While yet a college
student, he deseribed the Founder who
reppened to be on a visit ta Sialkot, the
hom town of the poet as a burning candle
of Islam and his comrades as devoted
moths swarming around him,

These contributions of the Abmadiyya
Movement, though not openly acknow-
ledged, bave won tacit recognition from
the hearts of all sensible Musalmans, There
are two other main tendencics of this
Movement, however, which even this
vanguard of Muslim thonght and life find
it hard to keep pace with, It is on these
that we wonld like to focuss attention
when we claim that very big possibilities
yet lie in the womb of this Movement so
far as the future of Islam on world state is
concerned,

Islam on World Stage

Ohe of these is that the Ahmadiyya Move.
ment has taken Islem out of all territoris|
and racial bound and placed it on the
world.stage as a whole, a message and a
destiny for humanity as a'whole as it was
desigued hy God to be—for the people of
the West as much as for those of the East

-for the white reces as much as for the so’

called “ coloured ” races. Fifty years ago

when the white man strutted on earthas a

demi-god, such a thing would bave sound -
A
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ed fantastic, Todny, leaders of thought in
the West themsclves telk of turning to
Islam for deliverance [romn the demon of
their  own materialistic  eivilization
practicni politics. ‘This transformation of
Western outlook on Islam which may be n
prelnde to the mightiest revolution known
to history—the wholesale Istamization of
the white races— is an achicvement of the
Ahmadiyyas Movemcent which & man who
runs mny see. Musalmans however are
yet slow to realize the wide vistas of
possibilities that Providence is opening up
in this direction. With the Ahmadiyya
Movement it is a matter of faith that
history is destined to see this miracle
actuaily happen. The general body of
Musalmans is yet lagging behind, although
the nced of foreign missions is forcing itself
on their attention by the cxigencies of
political developments, Politics at the pre.
sent day hns entered npon a higher phase.
Instead of a struggle for survival on the
part of territorial nnits of humanity, it has
become o struggle for cultural survival. Fas-
cism, and Natzism were two such cultural
bids for world supremacy. Against these
the combined forces of two other cults,
democracy and communism, have for the
time being prevailed ‘The next war, it
seems, would seal the doom of one of these
two wand leave only one as the only
cultural force in the ficld, And Islam as a
complete code contrived hy the Hand of
God for the highest weal of mankind shalt
have to eross swords with that surviving
cult, whichever it may be—anti-God com-
munism or practically God-bereft de-
mocracy. Itis there that the Ahmadiyya
Movement shall be called upon to take
up arms on behalf of Islam, That is
the great role that this Movement has yet
to play It will be well bath for the
general body of Musalmans and the mem.
bers of this Movement to take note of this.
Muslim brethren must open their eyes to
the big writing on the world wall. The
must not forget that we are passing thmugg
the atomic age when things impossible are
becoming possible overnight. And those
who have responded to the eall of this
Movement must grasp and concentrate on
this world-rele which this movement is to
play instead of frittering away their
energies over trifling peurilities.

Second Reel of Islamie Film

Viewed through the glasses of the Quran
and the Hadith, the Islamic film to
be released in histary scems to consist in
two distinct reels. The first one has al-
ready seen the light of the day and history
is still rubbing eyes at its colourful beauty
and glamour., But both these inspired
sources point definitely to a second reel—
the second phase of the world domination
of the faith and culture of Islam., And
this is as it should be, If Islam is really
the all-humanity message that the Quran
repeatedly declares it to he with sll the
force possible, there is no reason why it
should be the monopoly of the East alone,
There arc teeming masses of humanity
in REurope, in America, in Afrien, in
Australia, Why should the Musalman
paeh, pooh the suggestion that one day the
light of Islam shall illumine these con-
tinents as well ? To think so is to belie
one of the very fundaments of Istam—uviz..
that Islam is a world message, a world
healing. In its first effulgence the light of
Islam enveloped the Eastern hemisphere
because this part of the glohe was then the
nerve-centre of life-currents, Ta-day ‘the

scales have turned, The East has beeime '

the back-water, the main ‘ocean of life

being the West. It stands to reason that
Islam should capturt those high currents

i

of life.
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This & the outlook and the fnith which
inspires the Ahwadiyya Movement and in
regard to which there is yet a big gap
hetween this Movement and the general
body of lslam, Whether Mnslim brethren
with some day cateh up with this move-
ment in this respeet ns well yet ties in the
womb of future. World events however are
forcing the hands of time in that direction,
The uge of matter is in its Inst gasps, It hos
been found wanting. It has brought man
nothing but misery, The soul of humanity
is erying for the life-water of faith, 'The
nge of religion is on the threshold of
dnwn—rcligion not in the sense of books
and seriptures and priests with upturned
collurs but religion in the sense of a living
God with whom man can actnnlly aspire to
a personal contact, And this is n contribu-
tion to the march of human civilization
for which the Ahmadiyya Movement
stands.

Swearing in Ceremony of Jinnah

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Governor-General
Designate, will be sworn in at Government
House, Karachi at 9 a. m. on Friday
August 15.  This will be followed by the
sawearing in by the Governor General of
his new Ministers, headed by Mr, Liaquat
Ali Khan, .

A  military parade representing the
three Services will be held at the Polo
Ground, adjoining the Government
House in the evening, where Mr. Jinnah
will drive in State, Mr, Jinnah will be
received by the Governor of Sind and
Commanders of all the three Services.
Pakistan Dominion Flag will be unfurled
and Mr. Jinnah will take the Royal
salute followed by a march past. A salvo
of 31 guns will be fired.
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Will please note thar this number
comprises the issues for August 8
and 16. The Light will next appear
on August 24. ‘
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Books on Islam in General

¢ Muhaminad in World Scriptures by
Mautana Abdul Haque Vidyartbi ...
Apostasy and the Mustim Marriage
by Sh. Abdul Haque
An English Trapslation of Fathul-- -
Ghalb—The Collection of the Utter-
ances of Shaikh Muhy-ud-Din
Abaul Qadir Jilani ~
Studies in Islamm and Christianity h
Dudley Wright (Mubammad Sadiq)
A New World by William B. Bashyr
Pickard, B.A,, (Cantab)
The Aflinity between the Original
Church of Jesus Christ and Islam.,.
The DPreaching of Islam by R. A.
Nicholson
Mujaddid-i-Azam in Urdu (Complete
lite of the Founder of the Ahmadiyya
Movement in three volumes) .12 20
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Note :—Complete list of Urdu Literature can be
had on spplication.

Caft be' Ahad from . o
DAR-UL-KUTUB ' ISLAMIA,

Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha‘at-i-Islam,
‘Abmadiyya Buildings, LAHORE, (Pakistac) . -

August 15, 1947, .

UP-TO-DATE ISLAMIC LITERATURE

Books by Maulana Muhammad Al,

M.A4., LL.B.
Rs. As, P
Inglish Translation of the Holy Quean,
With Arable Texs, Commentary und
Index—Cloth Bound ... 20 00
Bayanul Quran (Urdu Commentury) in
Thret Voluines ... 10 4 ©
Yotroduction to the Study of the Holy
Quran .. 2 8 0
The Holy Quran Serics—1
Sgtections From the Holy Quran 015 0
The Hoty Quran Series—11
Collectton and Arrangements and
Division of the Holy Quran 015 o
Holy Prayers of the Hoty Qurnn W 050
Introduction tu the Study of Hadith .., 0 3 9
The Mununl of Hadith with Arsble
Text 10 0 0

Fazalul Bart (Urdu Translation and
Commentary of Sahih Bukhari) in
Two Volumes

Muhammad the Prophet

A Brief Sketch of the Life of the Prophet
of Isiam

Founder of the Ahmadlyyn Movement

The Religion of Islam

Muhammad and Chiist {Bound)

Muhaminad and Christ (Unbound)

History and Doctrine of Bubi Movement

Teachings of Islam—Cloth Bound

Do. Paper Bound

Islam the Keligion of Humanity

The Ahmadiyya Movement as the West
Sees it

Future of [slam
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Books by the Late Al-Huajj Khwaja
Kamal-ud- Din, Founder of the
Woking Muslim Mission,
Surrey, England.

A Running Commentary of the Hol

Quran .
The Holy Quran a Miracle
The Holy Qurao and the Bihle
Sayings of Mubammad
Istam and Zoroustrianism
Istam and Civilization
The Sources of Christianity

(Cloth Bound)
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The Ideal Prophet
Islam and Cbristianity
Message of Islam
Vicegerent of God on Earth
Creed of Progress
Opening of the Heart
Woman from Judaism lo Islam
Muhammad the Historical Prophet ..,
Muhammad the Successful Prophet
Sources of Christianily
Istam to Iiast and West
Towards Islam
With Difliculty is Ease
Modernization in the Islamic Forms of
Devotion
Unity of Human Race
Worship aod Sacrificialism
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Human Faculties and their Develop-
ment 8
Sufism in Islam 5
League of Faiths 2
Stndy for an Athcist o 2
Muslim Verses ]
God and His Attributes 12
Eid Sermons [P 5
Four Lectures on Yslam 4

Jesus an Ideal of Godhead and
Humanity 2
‘Threshold of Truth {Pamphlet) e 6
Islam My Only Choice . 8
Greatest of the Prophets . (4]
Muslim Conception ot Worship e 4
Revelation n Necessity - 4
Qurao a Miracle D 4
India in the Balance - 8
Threshold of Truth 0o
Isldm and Civilization . 8
Open letters to the Bishop of Salisbury 12
Sayings of Mubammad 12
8
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The Ideal Prophet

By Lord Headley

Affinity Between the QOriginal Church of
Jesus Christ and Islam L

Strength of Islam . . -
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