’ are. as. follows

() Dajjal. will be . able to Jump bet‘.?- -

ween' the earth and the slcy.

e earth in but a few.days: : /.- -

I'f‘ - (m) The: sea wrll he only. knee- deep for

£ him, R S S VR
‘IV) He ' will h'av'e" ‘mastery: I'ov“erx the
- Wivearth and its-treasures:: etc. efc.:i

“ When “Hazrat erza Ghulam Ahmad

L in t.he last decade of the.. l9th century-
. snpposed Divine Controllers”: - = ¢ .

‘“,,,"IVCE."'"‘showedt that thts ‘creature

Dajjal was,' in faot the modern mater-

. ialistié“‘civilisation of: Yhe- West. Super-

| - human feats of: Dajjal were easrly seen ‘

to be pr0phet|cal descrlptrons of the
' ,_{-great asclenttﬁc .inventions. .and, techno-

f_..»logrcal achrevements of thls ClVlllsa- :

B -'n PN
v ’

’ The signs of the Dajjal (the one- eyed’, _
' "'_vcreature whose appearance near the Day :
: "'of Judgment and hts world d m,ma- "

"'fulnlled by -'inventions - such
. alrcraft ‘other - rapld tran.,port modern -

. "what* happened

(u) He thl traverse the whole of(the.

tttOn. The slgns noted aboVe have .been
‘asithe

shlps submarlnes, -and- mdeed all other:

,technologrcal advances. SRR

lt was - ‘due- to these: amazrng powers
of ‘Dajjal : that accordtng to Hadtth-

+ prophecies, * he would: weaken’ the faith .-

of ‘Maslims in- -God. And that is- exactly'

undmg control over the phystcalenﬂron.-
ment aequtred by :the’ modern. West:is
used‘ to suggest that fin earller times.
when* man had ‘no control over. nature‘ ’
he mvented ‘the concept ‘of God ‘the

Controller. Now. however ‘man: has‘
conquered ‘and overcome nature, and
‘thus dlsproved the - exlstence of the

So the ‘questton before ns is, has”
man “by< his~inventions ; got control of_
‘the- world -or:is tt in.God’s bands ?

"l

How things are invented 2= <. |
Flrstly, it has ’to'be. made clear. as.

to’ what sctence is, how sclentrﬁc know-

1

“the undoubtedly asto:
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ledge |s arnved _aty’ and how thmgs
are mvented The baslc prmcnple be-

hind scientific progress lS observanon of
vanous natural . phehomena. “followed

by the use of reason to draw con-

hearmg andsrght and mmds—httle thanks .

do you give” (32 : 9).

" . The basis of ‘all inventions,: there-
is. observation and exploitation
_’o'f‘ ‘the already existing laws of nature,

fore,

which are not made by man.:In the -

. invention ' of the aeroplane, for example,
man first observed t_he~ flight of  birds
and- tried. to copy it exactly;  i.e, he
- attempted. to follow_a law of nature
that he thought apphed to him as: well.
' That approach havmg failed (because
: _.m»an s ihuscle:to: weight -ratio is: much
smallér than _ birds), man, investigated
and “exploited the laws of aerodynamics
\.to “design aircraft VWings enabling a
pQqued michihe\ to fly. Now, the
design and shape of such wings, which
i8 snll ‘under - researcb depends on. the

IaWs of aerodynamlc whlch of course, -

were not devised by man. ..

Such i§ the ‘case - w:m all oiber “in-
ventlons thit man -does 7ot invent
somethmg in ‘an: arbmary manner, in
" just -any way: he likes or chooses, but
he..is u(terly and totally bound by laws
of nature. -To record sound or prctures,

\
.

‘ents. 'i‘he Holy‘
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man must use tapes or ﬁlms made
of certain matenals that have been
dlscovered as havmg the appropriate
chemical properties. To distribute elec-

: mcal power, s0 far as present know-

ledge goes, w:res ‘made of copper have
to be used. hot by manschoxce but

. because nature (or God, in our terms)

endowed this metal with rbe appropriate
‘property.

We note further that this completéand -

absolute’ aepe'nd'éhcc of man (and not
conrro'l by hlm) upon nature, ‘and
upon partlcular laws of nature he.just
happens to have discovered,

course of hlstory An |mportant insts
ance, SO far as Muslims are concéinéd,
i$ that sinée the middle of the 19th

century C.E. the West happened to make
and exploit such discoveries as led to
a technology heavily dependenr on
¢rude oil. It also so.-bappened that
this raw material was later found in
abundance in some Mushm countries.
This -has led to: acomple(e turn-around
in 'the Muslims’ economic and political
fortunes, and marksa turnmg point in

Thistory.
have happened that Western technology

could have evolved on dlﬁerenr,.llnes,-

fiot being so dependent on oil.
The Holy Quran says :

“WAnd We- have created for ‘them

shapes the

1t could quite coucelvably'.

¢
i

M
\‘-.‘
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"*"“""‘I‘he makmg of the shrps of tﬁ'e"future

(the‘hke of the shtps that then ex-
|sted) s here ascnbed to. God because
of Tan’s dependenCe on His laws of ~
‘ nature for mvehung these thmgs. .‘ 295

Il“ :

Scte ttﬁc Dtscovenes N
that
'ventlons,

t‘or makmg
ma 3

< bound by the laws of” nature that he

: j-fthe kae of ther shrps, in whrch they
"".":Wl" rtde” ‘( 36':'42) Dot o

happens to dtscover, we turn to a very
§ crucral and mterestmg aspect of how

sctentrﬂc d|Scover|es are actually made;
There are numerous key dtscovertes

: in scrence that were made purely by

were' accldental -AS A volurm-

mental

of this ﬁeld in that penod HE

' “lt is mteresung 10 reflect o

coverles “thae fed- to ‘this stage ol' Know-

ledge. (Sctence in History.

‘Berpal;’ l..ondon 1965 p. 437)
TS
These ‘

.ot

."t:.tz A

f the kmd where whrle a screnttst was .

EEL RV I A

domg some pamcular experrment an
hnplanned combmatton of ctrcumst-
ances caused somethmg unexpected to

happen. to whrc,h hls attentron happen- -

/,.

s

. covenes rn electrlcal scrence durmg the -
19th century, whrch are quite “findal

. 'mous work on the history of scrence says

'm"ie "

seq _ence " of appatently acctdental drs-

by 1. D.-

'accrdental’ drscovertes were

.ed sto- turn, -For- l'néta‘nce,.

!
~the - crucial
discovery" bi‘ a relation between eléctri-
crty ‘and magnetrsm was'made accident-

: ally by Oersted who ‘just: happehed to

have a corhpass placed néar an electric

~ urrent; ‘and’ noticed"" that the comipass - -

needle got deﬁected by the curreht. i

Many examples a‘re there ll‘l sclence,_"

of ‘accldenta|’ dlscovenes and |t con-
ﬁrms lhe Qurame verse R _
“‘He (God) taught Adam (man) '
alI: the names (t.e. know]edge)”'
R
These mcldents. show that sctentlﬁc |
advances are not made |n a manner
planned and pre-determmed by man,.
and are fiot under man $ contt‘ol ‘Hence

' the trnth ot’ the verse quoted above.

R

Atomlc physrcs'—' another senes ol‘ ’
accrdents_ ) o

§ ln the early 1890 s, _]ust around the
trme Hazrat Ghulam Ahmad had'iaid
claim to - be the Drvmely ordathed'
Reformer in lslam. what is- ‘known now

‘as ' cIassrcal **. physics reigned ‘supre-

me. Tt was believed . ‘that the. existing
physrcal sciences- could explam more or,
less all ‘the natural phenomena. Under

thi§ '-Western “influence, 'Sir- Sayyld"

. Ahmad Kban - (d 1898); the ' famous -

Muslrm ﬁgure ‘of India, suggested that
prayer or supphcatton to God about any _ -
matter could not be fulﬂlled in an ob- :

\
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'."J'C‘?tiV.?- manner because “such::fulfilment
wo‘ul'd interfere - with the”"‘ﬂxed laws.of
r nature and cause chaos in: the physrcal

‘ _ ‘world; .On’ the same basrs. Srr Sayyrd
also rejected .the. occurrence of ~'mira- :
cles” at the ‘hands . of God’s elect.. In - .

to :these vrews, Hazrat Mrrza

reply

‘ wrote a book in 1893 entltled Barakat al-

Dua (Blessrngs of Prayer) m “which
he explatned that - th_ef tulﬁlment of
prayer ‘or occurrence of mlracles whrch
may breach man s lmown 'Iaws of nature,
was actually in accordance wrth Divine
Wrsdom and other laws ol‘natureknown

only to God at the trme

When Hazrat erza wrote thlS reply,

L the sclenttﬁc world ‘held the same view
as Srr Sayyrd yet only two years later

ca e revolution in physms broke out

abruptly wrth moments of unexpected

rdrscovery llke that ot X-rays and radto-
actrvrty m 1895-96 ” (Sczence in st-

tary, p 5!8) L

Thls i “revolutron” dlsclosed
realms such as the sub atomic world,

- New

~where classical physrcs ‘based on New-

ton’s Iaws, :broke” down: and did -not

- .rapply. ‘Thus it was seen that.the physical

..sciences ‘which, were : :thought to have

: .reached perfectron and universal applic-

abrlrty, and whose ‘laws: -and principles

' 'could not be mfnnged through prayer:

L Drvmei imiracle, .
and even totally erroneous

.-were inaccurate,

msuﬂicent, ,

' development
o Barakat al-Dua by, Hazrat Mrrza._-“ .

‘were accidental.
.damental dlscovenes, namely, that of

supposed
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in Certain” new" situations, The hand
of God can clearly.be-discerned in this
followmg so - closely. the

" The’ .above._ g,uotatron “from. . Science
in Hi.rtory shows, that: major. discoveries
leading to the- ‘‘revolution”’ in physics
One of these fun-

rad|0 actrvrty or atomlc radratlon rtself
whrch surely must rank as a great hls-

- toric drscover), it is recorded that the

discoverer, Bequerel “mlght Just as
easily” have chosen a drﬂ‘erent subs
tance. to testln his. mvestlgatron and
“the dlscovery of the phenomenon

of radno-actrvtty and all rt _meant for

atomic physics might have been delayed .

for .another fifty years”’ (p. 523) This
further shows that the do.an_aI_Igot" the

laws - of -nature based on

classical physics, at that particular

juncture, only two years after Hazrat.

Mirza’s book .was an cxtra-ordrnary"

and unusual event—Drvrne lnterveauon

in fact.-

Hidden Knowledge revealed to man .
The wnter of Scrence in sttory, re-
ferrmg to the accrdental nature of the

' d|scovery of radlo actrwty adds :
- “Who knows how many equally srmple

phenomena capable of . ‘revolutionizin’

‘our scrence now lie hldden ‘around ‘us ?**
ln other words, fundamental’

(.'523).
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‘.,{ AnOther relevant verse of the Quran'. .

that,
-'.:are made accldentally, wtthout human.

..pre: planntng or much eﬂ'ort. Yet on the
, ,'other hand there are _also phenomena
i ..man tnes very hard "to 'rnvestlgate or
' : explort, but he goes ou trymg for years
.wrthout success (an example is ‘contro-‘
lled.. nuclear l'usron , whlch bas given i
'. ;.?promrse ot’ abundant energy for _over .

‘.‘,.thmy years) IR

-Ma 'cv'f,ﬁ;‘%‘i‘etf;‘ifi‘g_sé L

screnttﬁc dtscovenes are. essentrally stmple_.'.
‘ thmgs but the problem is in; ﬁndmgthem; '
-out because they are’ “brdden
- Holy Quran says in: this connectton 8
“And wrth Him- (God) are treasures { A
of the Unseen,, none knows them, but 4

He"’(6 59):

So the hlstory of sclenttﬁc dtscovertes
O bears out thls statement of the Holy

R TR

Quran., B

" «And .the-‘

in: one sentence : 1n every thmg around

"us there are treasures of knowledge, of_ :

wealth, of wnsdom, but they are dlsclosed
".10; man only in, accordance wrth a stnct

| Drvme

“measure .
zardly . ‘or. all. .at, once. So we find
in every age, many drscoverres

').

’

Comrnentmg on the above verse ln‘

X r(‘. Ty
) . CEN
(-

»_1*_h..'e:.

. ".rs not a thmg but wrth ‘
Us (God) are ‘the treasures ol‘ rt We'
: send’ it down not but |n a known mea
:sure”(ls 21) Thrs verse really sums
.‘,up the htstory of screntrﬁc m,ventrons

hapha- '

. ) earth.
‘ .people ‘who think” (45 :

THELIGHT S R T

: ms book lzaIah Auham(lSQl), Bazrat:

Mxrza has applied . tt to the: dnsclosure. _
of - fresh Quramc truths in everv -age..

He wrttes that, Just as in" every,age'
there are new |deas, pbrlosophles and;"

.scrences 80 are. new -and. previously- -
’ unknOWn truths dlsclosed from the Quran--'

accordmg to the needs ol' the partrcular' :

‘l‘"age. This prmctple expounded by Hazrat

| Mrrza shows, the’ "Holy - Quran to. be a
'Iiwng Book for all times. .= .

. Just, as . ‘nature. . discloses |ts secrets-"

o 'Awlth _»-,"time, .Athough__they.ha,ve been_t_here »
from - the . beginning. so does the Quran '
gradually give out tts hidden treasures

though its “words :are the same as. they
were 1400 years ago.. - :

ilnventrons and Spmtual realities .

The last pornt we notc about modern

mventrons is * that they bear ‘a’ relatlon-

ship to the sprrrtual truths and’ prmctples '

taught by the: Holy Quran. It sayss' -

"And He has made subser\nent to

‘you all that is rn th_e heavens and the. .-~

ln this surely are srgns for a.
13). Man scon-

trol and explortatron of the world around »
him; - therefore,  ‘contains ‘‘signs”, . by

* " which in the Quran, is meant proofs of .
‘the spmtual truths conveyed by the Holy ‘
.Book :

these “srgns"? It must

. "n"f

What are

.ﬁrst ‘be recalled that accordtng to the :

S e
. "
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- Quras. i is Gbd’s -tvieegerent, -has
béén givén knowlédge by God; is sub-
mitfed to By dngéld (who'
Diine"cémmands il thé world); -and
'/.has the capacrty “of dcquiring 4 sembl-'
ancé of‘ the ’Drvme attrlbutes on his
human scale. Thus the kiiowledge of;
and .’ power ovér nature abqulred by man
is' 4 réflecrion of ‘God*§  knowledgé
“dnd ‘power; 1f a person liad Been told
a hundred years rlgo that. man would

be able “to ﬂy, £0 "into Spéce; transmit
sohnd acroés thousands

plctnr_es “and
of ‘miilés; tecord and- teplay sound and

mstion; éte: etc.;--hé -would not have

believed it possrble. THhis 1§ just as many_‘

today do no beheve that ‘ the All-

Knowing;:-All- Powerful ‘Being exists, So

‘the scienfific: knowledge and mventrons
of man; which could not have been even
miagmed in the _past, serve as a clear
argument - on the perfect knowledge and
power of God and thls argument gams
. more and more strength wrth tbe pro-
gress of scrence and technology ’

Speciﬁc eases

‘Lét us’ now look at some speclﬁc ex-

 amplés. of inventions and their . relauon
' to spimudl truihd ‘

such . s microscopes,
radio-telescopea have

lnstru ments
' telescopes and .

. dlsclosed thé éxistence Of éntiré woflds:

:hldden 16k the humad seérisés, This ser-
‘ves as an argument on the existence of

implément

after
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what thé ‘Holy Quan. calls al-ghaib —
the spiritudl  réalm imperceptible by
physicai- sénséé — by reveéaling to man
more hidden and subtl¢ realms which he
knew nothing about previously,

Cameras; sound recorders; video re-

corders, etc. enables actions and words

to be recorded and played back. This is
an argument to support the 'Quranic
statements that a person’s words and
deeds are recorded in a spiritual sense,
an'd' will eventually be p]ayed Ba'ci: to
him after death. Before the mventron of
sound and |mage recordlng, someone
could have re}ected the Quramc ‘teach-
mg on the orounds that it is impossible
to record what\a person does or says.
However, God has granted man to make
such inventions that serve as“sugns”

thai deeds and words ¢an bé presérved.

We fiste also that thésé aevices aré be-

i ing used to recor_d the actiohis of thieves
va‘m'a robbers; without theéir knowledge,

and bring them to justice in this world.
Ti:e Holy eran diso -télls Us that a

| person’s hands and fést and body bear

witiiess a5 (o his deéds. Whit is meant
is that the éffect of oné’s actions, done
by the physrcal hmos or body, are pre-
of spmluai lrmb’, and “theérérdre wben
death only the. sprritual bod

made froh'l one’s deeds,. reinaiiis it

| bears. clear, w.rtness to mari®é dééds dorie’
‘during bis life. . As 4 phiysical prosf of

1
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' deeds i
whlle the phys|eal one mvented by man
s lmperfect an limlted_"‘ i e

thls spmtual truth God ‘ has gramed
man knowledge such as that ol’ fOrensu.

sclence by the use. of whlch a person s
ﬁnger-prmts ‘and- evei mvuslble ‘marks .

and cloth ﬁBHas on hls body bear wrtﬁess
ds to h|s actlons e AT

Bt ought o be noted wnth all these
examples that the spmtual recordmg ol‘

perleet and comprehensxve,

Conclusron v',

. The great scnenuﬁc and technologrcal

progress made by man in the last cen--
tury, or.so, has led’ to the notiod: that
‘it is man- who is all powerful and ablé

o to do and ‘invent anythmg. and thére

fore lns former belief in God ;Stemmed. .
from lgnoranee and weakness. We have

,shoWn that

P

e

m fact man relles and de- '

. _pends totally on the laws of nature.

' control

chorce and ,
the hlstory of )

whrch ‘are beyond hus
What s more

v
: scnenca shows that even man s dlscovery
- of the laws he has found out |s not in =

hls control

for so many crucral dlS-

) coverles were made by sheer accldent'
“not through pre-planmng or delibera-

tlon. ‘The begmmngs of atomic physics.
“al significant

Vt;me just -at the tlme ‘when- the ““‘Pro- . -

© mised MeSslah" had, announced that

- what ~man, thought were laws.of nature
;could be
~ known -, to. God. Scrence is, lheretdre
‘taught by God;:" and serveés to - prbve
. the. spmtual truths adduced m the Holy

‘ Quran. T

'(

.breached by.- hlgher laws

R PN



