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Fast 20: Prophets and Messengers of Allah — Prophets taught only One God
•

According to the Quran, all prophets taught that God is one only:
“And We sent no messenger before you
but We revealed to him that there is no
God but Me, so serve Me.” (21:25)
“And certainly it has been revealed to
you (O Prophet) and to those before
you: If you set up partners (with Allah),
your work would surely come to
nothing and you would be a loser. No,
serve Allah alone and be one of the
thankful.” (39:65–66)
“And ask those of Our messengers
whom We sent before you: Did We
ever appoint gods to be worshipped
besides the Beneficent?” (43:45)
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Obviously, the Holy Prophet could not literally “ask” those of God’s messengers who
were sent before him. What is meant is that it can be found in their teachings.
•

For example, in the Gospel of Mark it is related that Jesus was asked by a Jewish
cleric: “Which is the first commandment of all?” Jesus, in reply, quoted from Moses’
book of Deuteronomy (6:4), saying:
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” (Mark, 12:29)
So that was the first commandment according to both Moses and Jesus.

•

The Gospels of Matthew and Luke both tell us that when Jesus fasted for forty days,
he was tempted by the devil. Among these temptations was that the devil showed
Jesus the kingdoms of this world and its glory, and promised him:
“All these things I will give you if you will fall down and worship me.”
But Jesus replied:
“Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your
God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” (See Matthew 4:8–10, Luke 4:5–8)
Jesus appears to be quoting from the scriptures of Moses. Bible commentaries tell us
that the passage which Jesus is referring to is the following:
“You shall fear the Lord your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His
name.” (Deuteronomy, 6:13)

But this passage does not contain the part “and Him only you shall serve”. And it
appears that this part cannot be found anywhere in the Old Testament. This leads to
the conclusion that Jesus must have added these words as his own interpretation for
further clarity, stressing that you should serve (i.e., worship) God and He should be
the only one Whom you serve.
•

It is, of course, well-established that Moses taught the oneness of God. According to
the Quran the very first revelation to Moses was as follows:
“And I have chosen you (Moses) so
listen to what is revealed: Surely I am
Allah, there is no God but I, so serve
Me, and keep up prayer for My
remembrance.” (20:13–14)

•

Even the Pharaoh who opposed Moses came to acknowledge in the end, when he was
drowning, that the teaching of Moses about God being one was right:
“…till, when drowning overtook him,
he said: I believe that there is no god
but He in Whom the Children of Israel
believe, and I am of those who submit.”
(10:90)

•

َ ُ َۡ ۡ ََ َ
ٰ
ۡ َک ف
﴾۱۳﴿ اس َت ِم ۡع ل َِما ی ُ ۡوحی
و انا اخترت
َ
ۡ ۡ َ ََ ۤ َ ٰ ۤ َ ٰ ََ ۤ َ
اِن ِن ۡی انا الل ُہ لا اِل َہ اِلا انا فاع ُبدن ِ ۡی ۙ َو ا ِق ِم
ۡ َ ٰ َ
﴾۱۴﴿ الصلوۃ ل ِ ِذک ِر ۡی

َ ٰ ۤ َ ََٗ ُ
ٰ َ َ ُ َ ۡ ُ َ ۡ َ ۤ َ ّٰۤ
َحتی اِذا اد َرکہ الغرَق ۙ قال ا َم ۡنت انہ لا اِل َہ اِلا
ۤ
َ َ
ۡ َ َ ٰ ۤۡ َ
ت بِ ٖہ ب َ ُن ۡوا ا ِۡس َرٓاءِیۡل َو انَا ِم َن
ال ِذی امن
ۡ
ۡ
﴾۹۰﴿ ال ُم ۡسلِ ِمی َن

The followers of Moses of later times, while worshipping one God in their prayer
rituals, took to blind following of their priests and religious leaders. These were
treated as the representatives of God on earth, so that the actual word of God mattered
less than the pronouncements and interpretations of the rabbis and scholars. The later
Christians, after Jesus, not only did the same in regard to their priests and popes but
they also raised Jesus to a status equal to God. The Quran says in this connection:
“They take their doctors of law and
their monks for lords besides Allah,
and (also) the Messiah, son of Mary.
And they were commanded that they
should serve one God only — there is
no god but He. Glory be to Him from
what they set up as partners (with
Him)!” (9:31)
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It is to be regretted that Muslims of the times long after the Holy Prophet Muhammad
also fell into the error of treating their religious leaders as spokesmen of Allah.

