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Fast 17: God as the only and ultimate Judge of who is on the right path and who is not (2)
e Itisonly God Who best knows who is good and who is bad in reality:
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The first verse refers to the response of the Holy Prophet Muhammad’s fellow-
countrymen when he invited them to accept the revelation of the Quran. They insisted
that they would follow their inherited beliefs and practices, even though, as the Quran
pointed out, their forefathers were ignorant and misguided. Unfortunately, the same is
the response of many Muslims today when it is pointed out to them that certain of
their social customs and attitudes are opposed to the teachings of the Quran, and in
fact are based on ignorance. They respond that those customs are what they have
inherited from previous generations, and their forefathers could not possibly have
been wrong.

The second verse urges Muslims to think about and look at their own selves and to
reform themselves, instead of worrying about being misled and influenced by others
to take the wrong path. The words “take care of your souls” may also be translated as
“you are responsible (or accountable) for your own souls”. For a Muslim to use force
to make people act on the right path is contrary to this instruction, because that
Muslim is then considering himself as accountable before Allah for the actions of
others. By taking care of your own soul, you are showing others the right path by your
example, which is usually more effective than preaching by word. The verse ends by
repeating what has been said elsewhere in the Quran: that the reality and true motive
behind your deeds, and the deeds of others, are known only to God Who will make
them plain to all on the Day of Judgment.
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Another similar verse reads:
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While striving to follow the right way, and believing that others are on the wrong
path, it must be remembered that it is only Allah Who truly knows who is best guided.
To all appearances, a person may be on the right path, but what he is inwardly we
cannot know. We cannot even know it about our own selves. As to a person who
seems to be misguided, we cannot know of his circumstances which led him to be
that, his real intentions, and possibly his inner struggles for self-improvement.

It may also be that the expression “your Lord best knows who is best guided” is used
to indicate in a polite, inoffensive way that Islam is the right path of guidance. It
would be crass to say: “We are best guided”. Such words also imply that we are
attributing being rightly guided to our own selves and not to the grace of God.

The word for “manner” here means a person’s natural inclination which he is bound
to follow. Acting “according to his manner” may also mean that when following the
teachings of Islam, or interpreting the Quran, one person shows a certain tendency
and another person a different tendency. In some cases the first one is right, and in
other cases the second one is right.

Addressing Muslims, and cautioning them not to disobey the Holy Prophet (24:63),
the Quran then adds:
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Allah does not stand in need of any Muslim to obey the Prophet, and their
disobedience cannot harm Him, since to Him belongs everything in the universe. He
knows their inner condition, as to whether someone has a genuine reason for being
unable to carry out a certain command, or is merely lax and indifferent. Only when
people return to God, will the full reality be known, and not in this life.



