Ramadan Daily Quran Study by Dr. Zahid Aziz, 2016 Lahore Ahmadiyya Jama‘at (UK)

Fast 27: God — The Oneness of God

It is the basic doctrine of Islam that there is only One God, and the fundamental
aspect of the mission of the Holy Prophet Muhammad is to preach this and establish it
by argument:
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the Merciful.” (2:163) —_— g

“This is a message for the people and
that they may be warned by it, and
that they may know that He is One
God, and that those who have
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understanding may be mindful.” ELQL’JU\
(14:52)

“Say: It is only revealed to me that
your God is one God: will you then

submit?” (21:108) E03A TR 1
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his Lord, he should do good deeds, -

and make no one a partner (with 255830 323 LaYuE Jaa 38

God) in the service of his Lord.” ’

(18:110) ot

It may be said that other religions also believe in a Supreme God, and even the idol-
worshipping Arabs believed in Allah. But everywhere in the world, when the Holy
Prophet appeared, people were worshipping or treating as gods others besides the One
God. The Quran says:
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(with Him).” (12:106) —

The Quran quotes the reason they gave for this:

“Now surely sincere obedience is due
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choose protectors besides Him (say):
We serve them only that they may
bring us nearer to Allah.” (39:3) Pare b
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Worshippers of idols and images say that these are not gods but only symbols to turn
their minds towards God. But the fact is that the material object, which is supposed to
be the means of reaching God, acquires a God-like sanctity and sacredness itself.
Also, many followers of religions which say they believe in one God consider that
they can only approach God through the medium of some priest. They are prepared to
set aside their own reason and intelligence and submit blindly to the rulings of the
priestly class as being the commands of God. And the priests themselves might be
going through another medium (e.g., Jesus), from whom they derive their validation
and authority. As the Quran says:

“They take their doctors of law and R R PN PR
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and (also) the Messiah, son of Mary.
And they were enjoined that they

should serve one God only — there 5,:_‘4\:,)’3_, J '4; \b\; Lé.'!\\ 33,_:;
is no god but He. Glory be to Him ,
from what they set up as partners iu;ﬁé\i
(with Him)!” (9:31)
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e The Quran speaks of these people’s misplaced but such strong devotion to those
besides God, that they give them the love and reverence due to God alone:

“Yet there are some people who take
for themselves objects of worship
besides Allah, whom they love as
they should love Allah.” (2:165)
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“And when Allah alone is mentioned, < Qj\ Y é);u“\ 50234 AR ;‘g’;\;\/ 3
the hearts of those who do not

believe in the Hereafter shrink, and L,;u.augod\)f;h\;i):.ﬁbu,i,‘;;
when those besides Him are ] )
mentioned, lo! they are joyful.” o ,Q}ja.i.f:.,..s,? 15
(39:45)

e The objection may be raised that Islam too teaches that access to God is only through
the Holy Prophet Muhammad. It is to remove such a misimpression that in the Quran
the Holy Prophet is again and again told to inform people that he is a mortal like



themselves, who is preaching what God reveals to him, and who sets an example for
others to emulate. The verse 18:110 has already been quoted above, beginning: “Say:

| am only a mortal like you — it is revealed to me that your God is one God.”

Elsewnhere it is stated:

“Say: I do not say to you, I have with
me the treasures of Allah, nor do |
know the unseen, nor do | say to you
that 1 am an angel; I follow only what
is revealed to me.” (6:50)

“Say: I do not control benefit nor
harm for myself except as Allah
please. And if | had known the
unseen, | should have much of good,
and no evil would touch me. I am but
a warner and the giver of good news
to a people who believe.” (7:188)

“And they say: We will by no means
believe in you, till you ... (do various
things such as) ... bring Allah and
the angels face to face (with us)...
Say: Glory be to my Lord! Am |
anything but a mortal messenger?”
(17:90-93)
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So the Holy Prophet Muhammad was not treated like an idol, a super-human being, or
a priest with authority to forgive people’s sins on behalf of God. He had to obey God
in the same way as all other Muslims, and they had to do their best to copy him.



