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Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad presented Hazrat 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to Muslims as a Mujaddid 

(Reformer) of Islam and a saint (wali), not as a prophet 

by Dr Zahid Aziz, UK (May 2021) 

Soon after Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad became khalifa in 

Qadian in 1914 he published his Urdu book Tuhfat-ul-Muluk, which 

was translated into English around the same time and published 

under the title A Present to Kings. In this epistle he has invited the 

Muslim ruler of Hyderabad Deccan to accept the Ahmadiyya Move-

ment and presented to him the claims and services of Hazrat Mirza 

Ghulam Ahmad, the Promised Messiah. 

He writes at the beginning that he has been commanded by God in 

a dream to convey this message to His Highness. He repeats the 

same at the end of the book, i.e., that to write this message was a 

duty laid upon him by a command from God. 

Below we present the title page, pages 1 and 2, and pages 36–51 

from this book. We have marked by red lines the text that we wish 

to draw attention to. 

On pages 36–51 Mirza Mahmud Ahmad has repeatedly declared 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Promised Messiah, to be a 

mujaddid from among the mujaddids who arose in the history of 

Islam. He begins on p. 36 by quoting the hadith about the coming 

of mujaddids among the Muslims. In this English version the word 

‘reformer’ has been used. If we compare it with the Urdu original 

of this book, we find that it is a translation of the word mujaddid. 

On pages 38–39 Mirza Mahmud Ahmad has declared the Promised 

Messiah to be a recipient of the same kind of revelation which, he 

writes, “thousands of men in Islam” had the privilege of receiving. 

As examples, he gives the names of a few of them. This means that 

the revelation received by the Promised Messiah was the kind 
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received by the saints of Islam (wahy wilayat), and not of the kind 

which is reserved for prophets only (wahy nubuwwat). 

In this entire, 85-page long book, about which Mirza Mahmud 

Ahmad says that he wrote it at “the command of God … which I 

received in the world of dream” (p. 2), he has not even once men-

tioned that the Promised Messiah claimed to be a prophet. 

Incidentally, we have included p. 2 of this book because Mirza 

Mahmud Ahmad has written there about his becoming khalifa of 

the Ahmadiyya community and added this: “I am not aware to 

which family God may choose to transfer this office after me”. But 

all subsequent khalifas, thus far, have been from his family ! 

For the Urdu version of this article, in which we refer to the original 

Urdu book Tuhfat-ul-Muluk, please see this link. 
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